Screenshot this or print it. 18 phrases that get you a table, the food you actually want, the right
amount of fire, and out the door without pointing once. Pinyin marks show the tone; the last
column is a rough "just say it" guide.

1 - Getting a table

Hello / excuse me {R¥F  nihao "nee how"
Waiter! (to get attention) PR33 5 fdwdlyudn "foo-woo-ywen"
Table for two B\l lidng wéi “lyahng way"

Menu, please B caidan  “tswhy-dahn"

2 - The hotpot order

I'll have this one (point) F;ZE XN wo yao zhége "waw yow juh-guh”

Half-spicy, half-mild pot B#4%g yuanyang gué "ywen-yahng gwaw"

Spicy red broth AR hdéng tang "hong tahng"
Beef ¢|2|7§_| nidrou "nyoh-roe"
Lamb ESS| yangrou "yahng-roe"
Tofu giE doufu "doe-foo"
Tripe (a hotpot classic) ZFEft maodti "maow-doo"
Greens / veg 5 qingcai "ching-tswhy"

3 - Spice level (the one that matters)

Not spicy ANEE bdla "boo lah”
A little spicy (mild) {i{#f wéila “"way lah"

Less spicy, please />3 shao la "shaow lah"
DR



Local move: pointing works, but saying f#t (wei la) instead of just nodding gets you a
smile — and a broth you can actually survive.

4 - Money & manners

How much is it? Z /D% dudshao gidn "dwaw-shaow chyen"

The bill, please 3CE  maidan "my-dahn"
Delicious! W07  haochi "how-chrr"
Thank you B xiexie "shyeh-shyeh"

5 - If you have an allergy

I'm allergic to XL wo dui huashéng "waw dway hwah-shung gwaw-
peanuts 85 guomin meen"
:.-::3 t eat spicy HABENZER wo bl néng chi la "waw boo nung chrr lah"

Want to actually say these out loud — and 5,000 more?

GuoTalk teaches you to speak Mandarin for real travel & food situations, with characters
who talk back. Order hotpot like a local. Then everything else.

oin the waitlist » guotalk.app
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